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KANSAS SCANDAL

FACTS IN THE ACHENBACH AFFAIR
AT THE TOPEHKA ASYLUM,

GUILTY PARTY PROTECTED.

MEN WHO MADE COMPLAINT DIS-
CHARGED FOR “CONSPIRACY.®

A~-FARCICAL

views or th

tad determir’

the FrenchuY THE ONLY AIM WAS
ments OULEAR THE ACCUSED,
ternatic
bad b
n o of One of the Inmnies Grossly
wiasulted and an Attempt Made to

INVESTIGATION.

v Seal Her Mouth With Moncy,
C =Victim of the Insult

., Dmkes Afli- T
r'fa davit,

Topeka, Kas,, Oct., 2.—(Special) On Oc-
tober 12 the Populist state board of chari-
ties gave gut for publication an item to the
effect that it had exonerated H. R. Achen-
bach, supervisor at the Topeka insane asy-
lum, from & charge of conduct unbecoming
s#n officer, and had discharged Henry B
Lue and B, D. White, attendants at the
asylum, for “consplracy.” Up to that time
the public was not aware that any charges
had been flled against Achenbach, nor thut
a conspiracy of uny kind had been formed.

The “conspirncy” has been located. It
consisted Ir m‘., action of two employes
confederat™" :'r?msel\'(-_s together for the
purpose @lgotisiting to their superior offi-
cer the flagrant violation of one of the
roles of the institution by another officer.
For this they were discharged by the state
board of charities,

The investigation of this charge of “‘con-
spiracy’” brought to light one of the worst
scunduls of the season, and one which dis-
counts those unearthed at the charitable
institutions under the old Lewelling ad-
micistration. One of the state employes
stunding accused, on oath of the woman
bherself, of making indecent proposals to &
womin visltor, the state board exonerating
the employe and discharging the employes
who reported it, and an offer of maney to
the woman to drop the matter, are the
principil features of the scandal.

Some months ago a man named Wade, of
Tepeka, was adjudged insane and sent to
the Topekn asylum. His wife's name is
Hattle Wade, Mrs. Wade, who resides
here, Is very devoted to her husband, and
puys him visits every few days. Iler hus-
band is confined in the brick building at the
asylum, of which H. R. Achenbach is the
supervisor. On October 3 she went out to
vigit her husband, and while there, she
clulms, she was grossly Ilnsulted by Achen-
bach. Bhe has made &davic to L, and is
supported in her claim by the sworn state-
ment of Henry B. Lue. Lue saw the per-
formunce and reported it Superintendent
Wetmore sent B, D. White, another attend-
unt, to see Mrs. Wade, and she furnished
him with the affidavit. It was acknowl-
edged before C. H. Burge, a notary public,
and in due time reached the state board of
charities, The board refuses to make its
contents publie. It happened that Notary
Burge had o copy of the affidavit, and has
made nn affidavit as to what it contained.
Here Is Mr, Burge's affidavit:

Blate of Kansas,
County of Shawnee, ss

. H. Burge, of lawful age, being July
sworn, deposes and =ays that he is o no-
tary public, and that on or about Uctober §,
1807, Mrs, Hattlie Wade appeared before him
and swore te an afMidavit contaipning, in
substance, the following: “Hattie Wade,
of lawful nge, belng duly sworn, deposes
and says that on the 3d day of October,
while visiting my husband ut the insune
wsvium at Topekn, 1 was insulted by the
supervisor of the brick bullding (Mr. 1.
Achenbach), He made Indecent proposils
to me, and told me that he wis one of the
physlclans and that he would not tell any
one. He also asked me to make an ap-
polntment (o meet him upon the grounds
some evening, or that he be allowed to
visit me nt my home, to all of which I
objected. He alsp exposed his person to
me,"" CHARLES BURGE.

Sabeeribed and sworn to before me this
the Zist day of October, 1897,

I. I.. BETZEN, Notary Public.

My commission expires July 29, 1509,

After hearing the report and recelving
the affidavit of Mrs. Wade, Superintendent
Wetmore dectded to discharge Achenbuch,
Finally he was prevailed upon to lay the
mutter before the board of charities. The
board assembled on Monday evening, Octo-
ber 11, for the purpese of investigating the

Fs

charges. It did not subpoenn Mrs. Wade
to appear. In fact, Mrs. Wade wnas not
even sent for., She sald she wanted to

mike o statement, but was prevented from

doing =o. Her affidavit was read, however,

and a few wilnesses were exnmined.
Afttendant Lue's Story.

The story of Achenbach’s performance,
together with the hearing before the board,
as reluted under outh by Mr, Lue, is, in
purt, ns follows:

“AS wits opening the door 1 glanced
through the door into the corridor on B
4. and saw this woman, Mrs. Wade,
sitting there and Achenbach coming from
ward 4 toward her. He came up and Jock-
¢d the door between the corridor of ' E 1
nnd E 4, and ns he locked it 1 heard him
sny to the woman: "Can’t you do some-
thing for me.” This aroused my susplelans.
This corridor door had been standing open
and had usually been left open a sreat
deal of the time. I walked up and looked
through the keyvhole. When 1 first looked
through, Achenbanch was standing facing
the window, He turned and put his srm
around the woman's shoulders, FHis
duct for the next fow moments was (js
gusting and unfit to be published in o
newspaper. M Wade resisted his nd-
vances and appeared to be remonstrating

r . although 1 could not hear just
Uy what =he said.
told Mr. White about it and ke ad-
me 10 report . The next day 1 re-
4 the matter to Dr. Melaighiin, the
nnt physiciun, 1 did 20 because the
« Togquired employes to report all irreg-
uliuritles of whatéver nature. Then besides T
resilzed that that was o public Institution
ind thut muny people go there to vielt

ients. 1T hove @ wife and she often eall-

I =imply did not want to take
¢£ of her being Insulted by o man

of this Kind. I thought it a duty T owed
to the pullle to let the superintendent
know just whnt fort of a man Achenbach
was, U'p 16 thot time T had nothing what-
ever against Mr, Achenbach, although 1
realizesl that hi- was= not a it man for the

Th erintendent ealled me up
and 1 tpld him just what T saw. He then
snld he would digcharge Achenbach at

Investigation a Faree.

“*Phe hoard of charitics mot there Monday
nieht. October 11, and called us before |t
for the purposs of nvesticating the mnt-
The board called me In and asked ma

£ 1 had Mrs. Wade's affidavit. 1T handed
it to Chalrman Brown. He first rend {t
over to himself. when Senntor Wheeler
wiked him to read it out loud. He did so.
Ther then askel me to tell my story, but

(il not =eem overanxious to know the par-

tienlars. 1 told them what I saw. Brown
and Senntor Jumper were very insulting
from the beginning, Dolan  and  Shane

sooemed Inclined to be falr and want to get
ot the facts, After the hearing was over
I nekedd the privilege of making a statement
in regard to my purpose in reporting the
matter, which they granted. Senator
Whewier wns the only one who secemed 10
care to hear it. The statement was as 1s

3

went oul and Mr. White was
The next morning I learned
that Al ibach had been exonerated by

e l.mnr;.l.'

tendant until the following Thursday night.
when Dr. McLaughlin handed me notices
of dismissal for myself and Mr. White.
We left Friday. No reason was given in
notices for our discharge, They were very
formal. They simply said that by order
of the board of charitles our services would
not Pﬁ‘ uired after October 15."

B. D, White, the attendant who was dis-
charge® because he followed the instruc-
tions of the superintendent, and got an
aflidavit from Mrs. Wade, said lu-{!:tf‘:

“I was informed by Mr. Lue of thfs af-
falr and advised him to report it to the
assistunt physician, who is in charge of
that building. Later, 1 received Instruc-
tions from the superintendent to call on
Mrs. Wade and get her deposition. 1
went to her house and asked her if she
would make an affidavit covering the mat-
ter. She sald she would gladly do so. She
went to the office of C. H. Burge, a no-
tary publlic, and made an aflidavit that
Achenbach had insulted her. The affidavit
Wwas turned over to the superintendent. The
next thing that occurred wus when 1 was
cialled before the state bonrd of charitles.
The board ridiculed the part I took In the
matter in going after the atlidavit and in-
sinuated that I ‘had it In for’ Acheénbagh,
1 considered the investigation very unfairly
condueted. The board manifested a desire
to protect Achenbach all tue way through.
1 recelved notice the following Thursday
that my services were no longer required.

Trying to Fix It Up.

Mrs. Wade was Interviewed by The Jour-
nal correspondent at her home in this elty.
She hesitated somewhat about discussing
the affair, saying that they were “trying to
fix it up.” Bhe sald that a well known Pop-
ulist lawyer of Topeka had been to see her
to get her to hush the matter up. She also
=ald that after Achenbach had made his
advances toward her and she repelled them
he told her he was “just fooling.’”” She ad-
mitted having made the aflidavit referred
to. She also sald that they were all anxious
to have the affalr sealed up. According to
her story, a woman representing herself
to be Mre. Achenboch called at her home
and urged her to let the matter drop. She
started at once to have Achenbach arrest-
ed, but backed out. Mrs, Wiade also talked
to other people about the affair, as the fol-
lowing affidavit shows:

“H. B. Lue, of luwful age,

being duly

as Well as

I"iisceilany_ on Sunday.

FREE MAIL DELIVERY

ITS EXTENSION IN THE RUHAL DIS-
TRICTS FAVORED,

EXPERIMENTS IN THE WEST.

REPORT OF FIRST ASSISTANT POST-
MASTER GENERAL HEATH,

Further Consolidntion of FPostoffices
Urged — Consolidation in New
York Will Effect o Great
Saving—Estimntes for
Next Year.

YWashington, Oct. 2.—(Special.) The an-
nual report of First Assistant Postmaster
General Heath gives the following details
in regard to the rural free delivery ex-
periments in Missouri and IXnnsas:

“In October, 1806, three free delivery mafl
carrier routes were established from Calro
postoffice, Randolph county, Mo, Cairo Is
| a village of 200 inhabitants, and the town-
', ship in which the experiment has been tried,
[:m-'l of which Calro Is the only postoffice,
| covers an area cof thirty-six square miles
| and has a population of 120 families, The
| carriers ride about twenty-cight miles of

New York, a saving of at least $52,723 In sal-
aries and commissions of postmasters will
be effected.'”

The estimates for the fiseal year ending
June 30, 189, embrace $18,250,000 for compen-
satlon of postmnasters; for elerkk hire, $11.-
G00.000; rental and purchase of canceling
machines, $125000; rent, fuel and Hght,
SL550,000; miscellaneous items and furni-
ture, 200,000, and advertising, $20,000.

NO ARMED RESISTANCE.

Report That the Cherokees Are Pre-
paring for Confilet Declared
fo Be Untrue.

Muskogee, 1. T., Oct. 2—(Special.) The
report sent out last night from Fort Smith,
Ark., to the effect that the Cherokee In-
diang are arming themselves to resist any
attempt on the part of the United States
to abolish their tribal government, is ab-
solutely without foundation. The Journal
correspondent called on Mr. W, T, Hutch-
ings, United States Indinn Agent Wisdom
and TUnited States Marshal Bennett to-
night to learn as to the truth of the report.
Mr. Hutchings, who Is the attorney for the
Cherokees, said: “The report is absclutely
false. I have heard mothing of it, and
wauld certainly have been apprised of the
fact had there been any such movement
on foot. You may say that the Cherokees
are preparing to take advantage of every
legal remedy which the law affords to pre-
vent the United States from carryving out
Its avowed purpose regarding them, but
they have no idea of resorting to arms.”

Agent Wisdom stated that he had Indian
police all over the Cherokee nation, and
his offica would have received information

of any such movement. had it been on

L

TRADE STILL HEAVY.

DULL IN SOME LINES, BUT VOLUME
CONTINUES LARGE.

BEST REPORTS FROM THE WEST

AS MANY MEN ARE AT WORK AS AT
ANY TIME THIS YEAR.

Steel Mills Have Orders to Carry
Them Until 1508 and Are Hefus-
ing Contraucts—Everything
Polnta to Permnnent
FProsperity.

New York, Oct. 22.—Bradstreet's to-mor-
row will say:

“While the general trade movement is
somewhat irregular and there are further
evidences of falling off in demand, the vol-
ume of business continues of large propor=-
tiong. Speculation In wool has ceased and
demand for the staple i= less than for weeks
past. Cotton goods are dull, on the weak-
ness of raw cotton, and jobbers report dry
goods slower than a week ago. Interior
merchants in the Central West have not

distributed fall stocks as promptly as ex-

surnal Prints the Associated Press Report Seven Days in the Week; Hence Has News

o

for next year's business as quite safe. New
husiress in finlshed products ls almost of
nccessity smaller, since manufacturing
wuorks are nearly all full for months ahead,
the plate mills at the West so full that
they could not compets nt all for three
Rockefeller vessels requiring 2,500 tons
each. The demand for bars is the best for
a long time."

SPAIN'S REPLY APPROVED.

Was Under Consideration by the Cab-
inet Council at Madrid
Yenterday.

Madrid, Oect. 22.—Senor Sagasta, the
premier, prasided at the cabinet counsil to-
day. The draft of the proposed reply to
the United States note, presented through
General Stewart L. Woodford, the Ameri-
can minister, shortly after his arrival here,
wns under considéeration and was unani-
mously approved. Its full text has not yet

been published.

The reply explains that Lieutenant Gen-
eral Weyler has been replaced for political
rensons, and includes a statement of the
bhovernment’s decision to grant autonomy
to Cubin and a protest against filibustering
expeditions from the United States,

The council also approved unanimously
the proposal introduced by Senor Moret,
minister for the colonies, to grant amnesty
to political prisoners in Cuba and Porto

Rico.
HAS NOT ABDICATED.

Ex-Queen Lillnokalanl Denfes That
She Has Given Way to Princess
Kajinlanl.

Whashington, Oct. 22.—With reference to
reports to the effect that former Quren
Iilluokalanl had formally abdicated In fu-
vor of her nlece, Princess Kalulani, Lhe
ex-queen In person gave to 4 represenia-
t've of the Assoclated Press the following

autherized statement:

*There is no truth in any report that ske

L A s

_H‘_‘

Fac Sim:lé of the Letter

Ye gr2s

WILL THIS LETTER PROVE SCHLEGEL'S DEATH WARRANT?

Dt Yo sl 2 ot el 2
~—

e

From John Schlegel to Prosecuting Attorney Lowe.

sworn, gays: T hereby certify that on Oc-
tober 21, 1X97, In company with C. H, Durge,
1 went to the home of Mrs. Hattie Wade,
in the city of Topeka, to interview her in
regard to what stens had been taken to
hush up the Achenbach trouble. In the
presence of Mr., Burge, she sald she had
Leen offercd $10 to drop the matter and say
no more about it.  She =u1ld she refused to
take the money. She also sald that o new
doctor at the brick building told her that
she could not call to see her hushand any
more unless she dropped the matter.”

A Pertinent Query.

It appears that the board did not want
much evidence to acguit Achenbach.
Scarcely any testimony whatever wius given
by the defense. The question that is now
being asked is: “Whaf does Achenbach
know about tlte members of the board?”

The action of the board in exonerating
Achenbach wias not unanimous. Senator

' Wheeler declined to vote for conviction or

cion= |

acqudttal, and filed n protest on the records. |
In the protest, he declared that the board |

should not vote to acquit or convict. 1t
should simply satlsfy Itself as to the best
course to nursus for the best interests of
the Institution. He =aid he believid that

| in 1he best Interests of the institution all

concerned should be discharged. But Brown,
Shane, Jumper and Dolan did not see it
that way and voted to “exonerate.”

Superintendent Wetmore is considerably
worked up over the matter. He is desirous
of keeping the institution free from sciun-
d:il. but Inasmuch as he is superintendent
in name only, and does not have the power
to discharge, It s absolutely impossible
for him to maintain any discipline. The
board has Wetmore handicapped. Toe em-
loyes know it, and they pay no more at-
tention to his orders than if he were only
a messenger boy. For this reason he was
unible to have his way about the Achen-
bach trouhle.

Lue and White, who were discharged, and
Achenbach, who was retained, were all ap-
polntees of the present Populist board of
charities,

WHEAT ON A BOOM AGAIN.

Jumped Up 3 Cents In Chicago Yes-
terdny, Renewing Talk of
Dollar Wheat.

Chieago, Oct, 22.—\Wheat to-iay advanced
3 to 3% cents a bushel under some of the
liveliest buying for several weeks, the De-
cember nnd May optlons sharing equally
in the demand. The market was sirong
from the start. but toward the close prices
woere sent spinning under a fleod of buying
orders, which sent December up to S
censts and May to 9% cents, where they
clesed, amld some excitement. The sudden
renewal of export demand was the chief
influence, but dry weather talk from east
of the Mississippl counted heavily.
\'-iu.-' some talk a} dolluf wheat again at the

elise,

Corn made a gain of more than a cent,
also, and oats 3 of & cent.

Hotel Victoria—=First-Clnss,

|
|

I continued my work as ai- | But not exorbitant. O. B. Staunton, Prop.

There |

ground daily. Some difficulties and dis-
courggements incidental te the {nitiation
of a new serviee were encountered at first,
but were overcome as the experiment prog-
ressed. The service is now highly appre-
ciated and  swccessful, The number of
pleces of mall delivered from the establish-
! ment of the service up to July of the pres-
| ent year wuas 22872 The cost of the ser-
i\'h-v ver annum s $900,

“The tural free delivery experiment in
Kansas has been confined to Wyandotte
county, a somewhat rough and broken sec-
tion of the country, lyving along the banks
of the Missouri river and bounded on the
south by the Kansas river. The eastern
part of the township is described, with
some hyperbole, as being so hilly that an
ordinary forty-acre farm presents g culti-
| vittable arca of 160 acres, because all sides
| of it mre in the air. To the north, rolling
prairies render travel lessz difficult, Ser-
vice was commenced in this distriet Oc-
tober 6, 1806, The territory embraced in the
experiment contains about thirty-=ix square
miles, and Is covered by three carrlers, each
of whom rides about twentv-seven miles
daily. The number of pleces of mall han-
died from the beginning of service to July
L was 245"

Concerning free dellvery in general and
other matters that came within his juris-
diction, Mr. Henth says:

“Rural free delivery has been put to the
test of practical experiment in twenty-nine
states and over forty-four different routes.
The co-operation of the communities served
ins in every instance been effectively given,
The general satisfactory results suggest
thee feasibility of making rural delivi .
permanent feature of posial administration
in the United States; not lmmedlately or
in all districts at onee, but In some grad-
val and gradunted form regulated by
present experiments.””

“So much is gained by our recent polley
of cons=olldation of postoffices and the os-
tablishment or extension of the free deliv-
ery that 1 urge such action by congress as
will give greater hititude of discretion in
the use of specific appropriations.

*Congress ¢hould not only repeal the law
providing that no postoffice establishment
| at any county seat shall be abolished or
discontinusd by reagon of any consolidation
of postolfices under the existing law, but
should also authorize the postmaster gen-
eral to extend consolidation wherever, in
Lis bellef, the service may be thercby bene-
| fited,

“On July 1 there were 3,78 presidential

Tie

postoffices, embracing 169 first class, 50
second class and 2814 third class.. The net

increase for the ar in the salaries of the
postmasters at these offices is $67,600. With
the con=olidntion of the present independent

foot, but that he had heard nothing of it,
I{m]ﬂ was satistied that the report was
ai=e.

Marshal Bennett stated that he was In
close touch with the Cherokee Indians, and
had deputy marshals all over the nation,
and that if any such movement was on
foot he would know it.

Colonel Robert L. Owen, of Muskogee,
spent yesterday in the city, en route to 8t.
Louis. He denounced as ridiculous the re-
port from Fort Smith that the Indians
wore secretly arming themselves for war.
The report was simply sensationally ri-
dirulous.

Colonel Owen ascribes the action of the
Creeks In refusing to accept the Dawes
treaty ax due to the men who have coal
leases in that country, and other leases,
They, with others who have interests he-
vond their share, induced the fullbloods
to protest. These same Influences, of
course, will be before congress this year
as usual trying to defeat the Dawes com-
mission.

The white Tndians will have a delegation
of fulibloods, who uare supposed to be
“Poor Lo, and unable to speak English,
laying around Washington, The white In-
dians, of course, will furnish expense
money.

SPECULATIVE CONTRACTS.

Iowna Supreme Court Holds They Are
Gambling Contracix and, There-
fore, Yolil.

Des Moines, Ia.,, Oct. 2.—The Towa su-
preme court to-day rendered an important
declslon affecting the legality of contracts
between grain speculators. In the cnse of
Counselman & Co. vs. Michael Reichart,
brought up from the Cass district court,
the court declared that “contracts for
grain, where the intention Is merely a
speculation on the chances of the rise or
fall of the market, and no delivery is in-
tended, are gamhbling contracts and void.
It is not enough to render the contract
vold that the buyer Intends It as gambling
contracts unless the seller participates in
that Intention. That Is, if
the bar, the defendant. in ordering the pur-
rhase of oats, only intended a speculation
upon margins, without the delivery of
grain, and the plaintiff purchased the grain
for actual delivery it would not be a gam-
bling contract. To make the contract void
as belween these parties, the intention to
make a gambling contract must be mu-
tual.'”

Ilt was held by the court thef the suit
under discussion was one in which no de-
livery was Intended.

Well Known Hansan Dead.

Chetopa, Kans.,, Oct. 22.—L. M, Bedell, ex-
mayvor :]11 nd one of Chetopa’s oldest and best
known citizens, died this afiernoon of con-
sumption. caused by la grip For ten
years he has been cashler and treasurer of
the Neosho Valley Investment Company,
and was one of the commissioners sent by
the governor to the world's fair. His age

postoffices within the limits of the city of

was §6 years,

pected, and many jobbers at Western een-
ters find that they overestimated the con-
sumptive demand when securing fall goods,
Unsgeasonably warm weather has Interfercd
with the movement of heavy goods at the
West, but raing in Kansas, Oklnhoma and
Nebranska have Improved the agricultural
outlook. Relatively, the greatest activity
in trade Is reported by Kansas City and
Omuaha merchants.

“While quarantine regulations have heen
ralsed In Texas and modified in Loulsiana,
business throughout most of the Gulf states
remains practically at a standstill. Almost
all the larger Eastern cities report a de-
creased movement of merchandise and a
tendency of coilections to fall away, nota-
bly Baltimore, owing to its Southern con-
nections. The industrinl situntion con-
tinues to furnish employment to as many
persons as at any preceding period this
year, and at higher wages. Production of
fron, steel machinery, stoves, ear strictur-
al work, glass and woolen goods continues
heavy. Steel mills have orders to carry
them into 1828, and decline contracts for
next year's dellvery, This explalns the ad-
vance in the price of Bessemer plg iron,
while the foundry grades remain unchang-
ed. The extraordinarily heavy and stead-
ily increasing production of iron Is starting
up furnaces long out of blast, and, nl-
though consumption ia heavy, it is not im-
probable that production may outrun it in
the neur future, which constitutes an un-
favorable point In the outlook.”

R. G. Dun & Co.)'s Weekly Review of
Trade will, in its fssue of to-morrow, say:

“After the heavlest buying ever known
In many branches during September and
the first half of October, it was both natur-
al end desirable that a more qulet period
sheculd give time for testing the size and
temper of retall trade and for distributing
part of the®enormous quantities bought. In
textile goods, the rush of orders went far

| beyond all distributive demand in August
n the case at |

and represented great replenishment of
stocks, and the similar rush for gools has
been correspondingly great in other lines
curing the past two monthe. In lron and
steéel nand In boots uand shoes there was
actual danger of a speculative intlation of
]nrirr-.u, such as was geen in 1855, but it has
wen avoided apparently for this season
by the solid sense of lending men who re-
gurd a time of comparative quiet as es-
sential to the coming and permanence of
prosperity In theilr lines. As the bhuying
for replenishment is partially satistied and
diminishes, there Is some decrense in the
velume of transactions, though at the
same time the working force has further
increased, the wages of labor have been
in numerous cases advanced, and the foun-
dation lald meore broadly every week for
ierger buying and business herenfter,

“The iron industry walts, because possi-
tle rroduetlon for the year has been prac-
tically ordered, while neither buyers nor

sellers regard contracts at current pricgs

'y

hns abdicated. No official actlon has been
tuken during the meeting of Kalulanl with
her. The questlon of politics did not pass
tireir lips. Kalulanl came from New York
to see her aunt before going to 8an Fran-
cisce and left for San Francisco this aft-
crnoon, where she will stay a week. Such
reporis are spread by her enemles with a
view to injuring her.”

The foregoilng wns dictated by the ex-
queen, who requested, however, that it be
used in the third person.

WILL FIGHT THE VESTIBULES.

St. Lonis Magnates Decide to Fight
the Law Requiring Such
Protection.

8t. Loufs, Mo., Oct. 2.—8t. Louls street
cars will not be equipped with westibules
after November, as required by the law
passed by the last Missouri legislature.

The local magnates have agreed among
themselves that the law i3 a bad one and
kiive combined to fight it. They contend
that it is nunconstitutionnl nside from being
ifmpracticable, and that they have the best
legul opinion that tha courts will not sus-
tain It

John Secullin, president of the Union De-
pot Hallroad Company, =ald: “Nobody
wants vestibules, They would be In the
way and cause more accidents than St
Louis ever heard of before. They are aill
right for sparsely populated distriets, but
they would he dangerous in a densely pop-
ulated eity lke St. Louls. The street car
;im;npiinh-s of St. Louls have combined to
ght it

FOR BREACH OF PROMISE.

Illinols Widow Gets Jadgment for
$54,433 Agninst nn Aged
Capitnlist.

Danville, 11, Oct, 2.—Mrs. Carrie Cor-
hett, aged 32, n widow., was to-night
awarded $54,331.33 doamnges for breach of
promise, John Gernand, aged 71, a retired

capltalist, being the defendant. The case
has been hotly contested, with Mayor
IXimbrough, counsel for the plaintiff, and
Cuban Commissioner Calhoun for the de-
fendant.

BRIEF BITS OF NEWS.

W. F. Ponton., formerly paying teller of
the Dominion bank of Napanee, Ontarjo,
who was arrested on the charge of having
robbed the bank, has entered sult agalnst
the bank for 550,000 damages,

William McEarnon, a farmer who lved
near Liberty, Mo, was found dead in bed
Thursday mornin It Is stated that a
young man no Frank and MeKarnon
had fought In the road over a neck voke.

Willie,. son of Judge A. MacDonald, of
Baxter 8prings. Kas., was accldentally shot
through the head at § o'clock last evening
nedr Mlami, 1. T.. while out with a hunt-

A FATAL LETTER.

JOHN SCHLEGEL DEMANDED CASH
FROM DR. BERGER.

—_——

BLACKMAIL PLAINLY SHOWN.

DEFENSE IB(-'.'EITES A STAGGERING
BLOW AT THE LAST,

THE TESTIMONY IS ALL IN.

COLONEL 0'GRADY OPENS THE ARGU-
MENT FOR THE STATE.,

Tremendous Sensatior When Schile-
gel’'s Letter Wos Head in Court—
Maojor Woodson Hnd Been
Wholly Unprepared—
Caxe Will Reach
Jury To-day.

The Schlegel murder case will go to the
jury this afternoon, The evidence was all
in at 2 o'clock yesterday, after which Pros-
ecutor Lowe rend the court’s Instructions
to tha jury and Colonel John O'Grady
made the opening argument for the state.
He talked for an hour and twenty-five
minutes, presenting the state’s side of the
case with wvigor and clearness, He ar-
ralgned the Schlegels as blackmallers and
declared that *‘the defendant sat in the
courtroom reeking with the blood of Dr.
Lyman A. Berger.” He spared neither
Schlegel nor his wife, but they bore his
scathing words with the same stolld in-
difference that has characterized the ac-
tions of them both since this case went to
trial. Colonel O'Grady was followed by
Attorney G. B, Silverman, for the defense,
who was still talking at 4:30 o’clock, when
court adjourned until 9 o’clock this morn-
ing. At the conclusion of Mr. Sllverman’s
address to-day, Major Willlam Warner will
speak for the state. Ha will be followed
by Major Woodson, who will say the last
words in behalf of the defendant. Prose-
cutor Lowe will make the closing argurhent
for the state.

The biggest crowd that ever wedged it-
gelf into the criminal courtroom was pres-
ent yesterday when the most sensational
eplzoda of the trial occurred. The defensa
had closed its case, and the state was in-
troducing witnesses in rebuttal ® ashow
that at the time of the murder Schilegel
labored under no more excitement than the
average murderer. Witnesses had testified
that they noticed nothing unusual in his
demeanor when he bought the pistol, when
he fired the bullets Into Dr. Berger, when
he stood above his victim and snapped the
pistol at the dylng man, when he was taken
into custody.

The theory of the defense regarding
Schlegel's mental condition had been pretty
well shattered when Henry Lambert, cash-
fer of the Bank of Grand Avenue, where
the defendant keeps his bank account, Was
called to the stand. He was asked regard-
ing his ability to identify the signature of
the defendant, and replied that he could
{dentify #t. A letter was passed to him
and, after glancing at the signature, he
sald It had been signed by John Schlegel,
the defendant.

Major Woodson demanded to see the let-
ter. It was given to him, and as he read
it his face paled, his hands trembled and
his whole demeanor changed. The crowd
watched him in almost breathless silence.
Finally the major arcse and In a husky
volee objected to the introduction of the
letter. A long argument followed, after
which the court ruled that the letter should
be admitted. Then Major Warner arose
and, walking before the jury box, took tha
letter from Mr. Lowe and began to read.
His volce was deep and Impressive and he
read slowly, with great distinctness. This
is the letter he read, a fac simile of which
is given on this page:

“Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 4, 1897.—Mr.
Frank Lowe, Prosecuting Attorney. Dear
Sir:—1 am In a great debt to you and i
will pay it as soon as | maie a settlement
with Dr. Berger.

“as it was all private matter you dona
for us and in a time you eould not spare a
moment, § will pay you 20 per cent If
that is suMsient if not, all you got to do is
to say so. At the same time | would
Like to n=k you how much would be ap-
propriate to ask for such a infamy. En-
closed you will find envelope and slips to
mﬂrk the appmn-rinte BUM.

T am sincerely yYoOHN SCHLEGEL."

“P. 8.—You can ask any of the Messra.
Shanon about my honesty, as they know
me about fifteen years."

Heard With Profound Interest.

The jurymen leaned forward In thelw
seats and pald the closest attention to tha
major and the letter he was reading. Ma-
jor Woodson sat beside the author of the
damaging epistie, his head resting on hia
right hand and his face as pale as deatly
Attorney Silverman plucked nervously at
his mustache. Mrs. Schlegel gazed at
Major Warner with blazing eyes. Only the
defendant seemed to be free from the ten-
sion of excitement. ¥e sat looking stolid-
Iy at the jurors, never moving a muscie
As the full import of the words sank Inte
the minds of the crowd outside and inside
the bar, the people sat at the conclusion
of the letter as though they were stupified,
1t was a full minute after Major Warner
had sat down before the court ordered
the prosecutor to call the next wilness,
“We rest,"” sald Prosecutor Lowe.

Judge Wofford turned his face toward
Manjor Woodson, The major aroge to his
feat rather unsteadily and walked around
to the front of the Jury box. He made a
great effort to control his volce.

“Your honor,” he finally exclaimed, *‘this
letter is o complete surprise to us, I knew

nothing of it. 1 will ask you to adjourn
court untfl 1:20 o'clock to give us time 1o
mest this Jetter.'”

Judge Wofford hesitated a moment and
then granted the request and adjournsd
court, rithough it Iacked one hour of the
usual time of adjournment.

During the noon recess Preosecutor Lowe
wns asked the meaning of the sentence In
the letter, I am In great debt to you and
will pay you.” He replied that he did not
know. Ie sald he had told Schlegel when
he (Schlegely came to his office that he
(Lowe) could not act as his attorney in
the case, as It would be a violation of tha
law and he could be impeached.

ing riart‘{. and will dle, The boy was 14
years ol

““When Schilegel came to my office,” sabl




